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As we wrap up another school year, it is with thankful hearts that we bring the year to a close.  We thank 

you for the opportunity to teach and care for your children.  Each and every one of them has touched our 

hearts in a very special way.  We’ve enjoyed watching them learn and grow by leaps and bounds!  We 

realize what a precious gift your children are to you and we thank you for sharing them with us.  Many of 

you will return to The Shepherd’s Flock, if not this fall perhaps the next.  If this is your last year with us, 

it is with sadness that we say goodbye, but with gladness that God brought you to us.  

 
Twice Blessed Consignment Sale A Huge Success! 
Our fourteenth annual Twice Blessed Consignment Sale was a great success!  This year the sale made a 

grand total of $25,518.51!  Of that, The Shepherd’s Flock 30% came to $7,656.56.  In addition, we are 

thankful for “matching grant” dollars from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans in the amount of $850.00.  

This brings the ELC total to $8,506.56!  Not only is the sale a wonderful fundraiser for our school, but it 

is a great community outreach event as well.  We are grateful to the 100+ volunteers who made it 

happen!   

 

Blessings to Charities 
Each year, local charities benefit from un-sold items donated by 

sellers.  Sellers choose to donate or reclaim unsold items.  Left 

from the sale this year were:  several racks of clothes for children, 

maternity clothes, toys, equipment, and other miscellaneous 

children’s items.  The charities listed below received the unsold  

items this year. All were grateful recipients!  What a blessing the 

sale is to so many families in our community!   

  

1. Showers of Blessings  

2. Children and Families of Iowa  

3. Hawthorn Hill  

4. Hope Ministries  

5. Polk County Family Enrichment Center   

6. First Federated Church 

7. Life Care Clinic (in Stuart & Creston) 

 

Thank You to These Lead Volunteers 
 Advertising & Publicity - Jennie Deerr  

 E-mail Correspondent - Dara Martin 

 Drop-Off Shift Scheduling - Shennon Koch   

 Charity Coordinator - Brooke Nelson & Devita 

Paschell   

 Finance - Kathy Arndorfer &  Carolyn Doner  

 Volunteer Coordinator / Administrative Assistant – 

BeckyBonefas & Liz Sieglaff 

 

 



 

This is a BIG event requiring MANY volunteers to pull it off.  

On behalf of The Shepherd’s Flock we sincerely appreciate the 

time and energy that all volunteers gave to the sale.  Thank you 

to all of the sellers for participating as well.  With over 100 

volunteers spanning several months, all of the names are just too 

numerous to mention, though each and every volunteer is 

essential.  So please 

know how very 

grateful we are for 

your time and hard 

work.  We hope to see 

you next year!   

Twice Blessed Fun Facts  
71 sellers participated in this year’s sale 

Grand total sold … $25,518.51 ELC gets 30%; sellers get 70% 

Most dollars sold by a seller …. $1,416.50 from one seller 

Most number of items sold …. 354 items from one seller 

Total number of items sold in the sale …. 7,621 items sold 

Number of clothing racks were used in the sale … all 40 racks were filled with none to spare 

Amount of merchandise donated to charity at close of the sale? … 6 clothing racks and several boxes of 

toys, books, shoes, etc.  What a great way to reach out to our community! 

 

Save the Date!  Twice Blessed 2016 is scheduled for  

Friday, April 1 (no joke!) and Saturday, April 2.    

 

Zoo Visits 
Hopefully your child had lots to share about our friends who 

came from Blank Park Zoo last month.  This year’s special 

guests were a crocodile, a rooster, a salamander and a rat.  As 

usual, the staff from the zoo did a wonderful job with our 

students and we are very grateful for the experiences. 

 

 



Preschool Picnics 
Please join us to celebrate the end of a wonderful school year and to say good-bye to all our friends.  

Pack a sack lunch, nut free, per our usual policy, for you and your child and meet us at Crossroads 

Park in West Des Moines (from the church, drive west on Ashworth Rd. and turn right just before going 

over I-35).  See dates and times listed below.  Please note that these are not regular class times.  See 

your classroom calendar for your specific date. 

 

Morning Classes meet at the park 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Afternoon Classes meet at the park 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

Please do not bring children to the school that day, go directly to the park.  

Parents are asked to stay for the fun and to help supervise the children.  In case you’re not 

familiar with the park, it has a shelter that we have reserved, and nice playground equipment.  So dress 

for fun with children in play clothes and appropriate shoes.  Tennis shoes are best and will allow your 

child to experience it all!  You may want to bring a blanket for your picnic.  Seating in the shelter is 

limited.  Please note that in case of rain, we will meet for our picnics in the school gym at the scheduled 

picnic times. 

 

“Music in May” Spring Programs – You’re Invited! 
Please join us for a special musical celebration in the sanctuary later this month.  See your classroom 

calendar and newsletter for dates and times.  The children are working hard to “fine tune” the words 

and actions to a variety of their favorite songs and finger plays.  They are sure to make you proud!  Each 

child will also be presented with a certificate.  You won’t want to miss it!  Bring 

your video camera (and Grandma and Grandpa if you’d like ).  We’ll meet for 

refreshments and fellowship in the Youth Room following the programs.  Please 

bring ½ dozen cookies to share when you bring your child that day.  Store bought or 

home baked is fine, however, we do ask that you adhere to our usual nut free policy. 

Remember to bring your child to school at your regular class time.  You and your 

child are free to leave after the festivities.  We hope to see you there!  

 
Good-Bye to Some Very Special Teachers 
This spring we will say good-bye to some of our beloved teachers.  The Shepherd’s Flock has been 

incredibly blessed to have these ladies on staff.  Although they will be sorely missed, we wish them the 

best that life has yet to offer.   

 

Retiring Teachers 
Cindy Ambroson is retiring after teaching 23 years at Shepherd’s Flock.  Mrs. Ambroson plans to spend 

more time in Florida helping her mother and aunt who live there, and have additional time with other 

family members and friends.  She looks forward to tackling projects and getting more organized at home.  

Having more time to travel and read will be a treat as well.  We will look forward to having Mrs. 

Ambroson back in our school as a substitute teacher in the future.  Best wishes, Mrs. Ambroson!   

 

Julie Becker will also retire and enjoy a slower pace next year.  Mrs. Becker began teaching at 

Shepherd’s Flock  in 1999, making this her 16
th

  year.  She is looking forward to spending more time 

with family, including caring for her mother and visiting her two daughters.  Having more time at their 

lake house is part of her plan as well.  Like Mrs. Ambroson, we are happy to add Mrs. Becker to our sub 

list next year too.  We wish her the best in this new stage of life! 

 

 



Sadly, we also say good-bye to the following wonderful teachers who 

are leaving for personal reasons or new opportunities.  We are 

thankful for their time with us and wish them the best as God takes 

them in a new direction. 

 

Kimberly Chapman 

Wendy Haupert 

Talia Monroe 

  

Conferences … A Time To Share 
A huge thanks to ELC parents for attending and taking an active role in your child’s conferences this 

year.  We value this important form of communication with you.  Thank you again for your involvement 

and commitment to your child’s education.       

 

Thank You for Conference Lunches! 
Thank you to all the moms who provided a delicious meal during preschool 

conference days.  It was so nice for the teachers to enjoy a lovely meal with a 

chance to unwind between conferences on these busy days.  The lovely treat was 

greatly appreciated!  Thank you again to these thoughtful moms .  They are:  

Kristin Marsh, Brooke Nelson, Ruthie Johnson, Janelle Carlson, Cindy 

Mitchell and Joni Kinnan. 

 

May Tuitions 
Don’t forget!  May tuitions are due on the 15

th
 just like all other months.  Thank you for your kind 

attention to this. 

 

 

 

 

 

We Love Our Shepherd’s Flock Volunteers! 
We extend a HUGE thanks to the many volunteers who helped make things run smoothly at The 

Shepherd’s Flock this year.  We couldn’t have done it without you, and can’t thank you enough for the 

time that you have given.  So, from the bottom of our grateful hearts, we thank you for all you’ve done 

this year! 

 

The ELC Volunteer Team  

This team of fantastic ELC parents have given lots of time and support to our school this year.  They 

have provided valuable input and assisted with projects and events at various times throughout the year.  

Thank you for sharing your time and talents with us!...   

 

Luke & Chris Brandhorst, Christy Hickman, Kary Howie, Dara Martin, Brooke Nelson, Kelly 

Oliver, Devita Paschell, Sachiko Richmond, Liz Sieglaff, Kristen Smith, Traci Thompson, 

Stephanie Tran and Jill Van Houweling.  (Forgive me if I’ve forgotten anyone!)     

 

 

 

 

 



Scholastic Book Order Volunteers 
The following volunteers were cheerfully diligent in these jobs all year long, 

September through May!  We appreciate the many hours they gave to the ELC.  

We all love books so please thank:  

 

Cindy Andreini for tallying and processing the orders.    

Lorie Rosebrook for sorting and distributing the many books to their rightful 

owners each month.   

 

We also want to thank …  
Laundry Volunteers for washing our aprons, towels and dress up clothes. 

 

Cutter’s Club Volunteers for assisting the teachers with many cutting, laminating, and 

photocopying projects.  

 

Home Room Parents for being a communication connection when needed and making 

arrangements for events, special occasions and projects. 

 

Facebook Manager 
A big thank you goes out to Lindsey Woods who managed the ELC Facebook page this year.  Her nice 

work and the time she gave been a real blessing!  

 

 

Endowment Fund 
Thank you to those of you who have given to the ELC Endowment Fund this year.  

Perhaps you’re not familiar with the Endowment Fund.  As we approach the end of 

the school year, we ask that you take stock in what our school has done for your 

child(ren).  If we have met your expectations, (hopefully we’ve exceeded them!) 

and if you feel we have given above and beyond to your child’s development and 

educational beginnings, then please consider giving a little back to our school for 

our future.  The fund is a collection of money that would never be spent, but 

carefully invested, so we could build the principle dollars to a point where only the interest dollars would 

be used to fund the needs of the school.  If every family gave $25.00 as an Endowment gift, we could add 

$5,000.00 to our Endowment Fund this year!  Any amount that you can give is certainly appreciated.  

Your donation is tax-deductable and could provide a scholarship for a needy family or training dollars for 

the teachers, or even replace a piece of equipment.  Your gift will grow for years to come, touching the 

lives of hundreds and hundreds of children! 

 

How do I contribute?  Simply make a check out to “ELC Endowment Fund”.  You can place it in the 

tuition box or hand it to a teacher or place it in the mail.  We’ll send you a thank you letter which can be 

used for tax purposes.  Thank you for your support! 

 

 

Preschool Openings  
The Shepherd’s Flock has a few remaining openings for 3 and 4 year-olds for next school year.  If you 

know anyone who may be interested, please have them contact Diane at  

diane@sotv-wdm.org or 225-1952 ext. 14.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:diane@sotv-wdm.org


 

We hope that you have enjoyed the school year as much as we have.  Thank you again for the 

opportunity to partner with you and to teach your children.  Each one truly is a wonderful blessing from 

the Lord.  Have a fun and safe summer.  We hope to see you back in September!   

 

God Bless, 

Diane Hensley 

ELC Director
  

Teacher Appreciation Week May 4-8 

If you can read this,      

thank a teacher! 
 

 

 

Shepherd of the Valley invites you… 

Looking for Vacation Bible School at Shepherd of the Valley?  Several of you have contacted me looking for VBS 

information.  Shepherd of the Valley has a new opportunity offered this summer.  It’s called SERVANTS Quest.  It 

takes place three Sunday evenings in June.  Whole families will share in a meal, then pray and worship.  Following that 

they will participate in service projects in our community.  Look for information about SERVANTS Quest on a bulletin 

board in the skylight area or click on the link below:  

 

http://www.shepherd-valley.org/registration/sq_2015.html 

 

 

http://www.shepherd-valley.org/registration/sq_2015.html

